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POLS3300-006 Global Health Governance and Cooperation
Spring 2014
Department of Political Science, Texas Tech University
T-TH 12:30-1:50 PM in Biology 106
This syllabus contains the policies and expectations I have established for POLS3300: Global
Health Cooperation and Governance. Please read the entire syllabus carefully before continuing in
this course. The standards and requirements in this syllabus may be modified at any time by the
course instructor. When such changes occur, students will be notified by email and the syllabus
posted on the course Blackboard page will be edited to reflected those changes.
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Instructor Information
Office: Holden Hall 15
Office Hours: Tu & W 2:30-4PM and by apt.

Dr. Carie Steele
Email: carie.steele@ttu.edu
Phone: 834-2195
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Course Overview and Objectives

This course will focus on transnational health problems, their causes, and efforts to address them.
Using international relations theory as a lens for studying global health, we will explore the roles
and responsibilities of various actors, the development of institutions, patterns of governance, and
the implementation of strategies to address a wide variety of health problems, including nutrition, biological weapons, environmental toxicology, maternal health, infectious disease, and zombie
apocalypse.

2.1

Course Objectives

Upon completing this course, you should be able to:
1. Define global health and discuss its importance in international relations;
2. Discuss the relationship between health and other issues of international relations;
3. Apply theories of international relations to global health problems;
4. Identify and discuss the varying influences of the structures, actors, and processes that govern
global health;
5. Think and write critically about global health problems, their causes, and potential solutions;
6. Integrate both theoretical and empirical information into your thinking and writing about
global health

3

Required Readings
• Drezner, Daniel. Theories of International Politics and Zombies.
• Davies, Sara. Global Politics of Health.
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Additional readings have been compiled into a course reader, which is available in electronic form
on Blackboard.

4

Assignments and Evaluations

Your grade for the course will reflect your performance on assignments and your mastery of the
concepts and materials covered throughout the semester. The due dates for all materials are included in the “Course Schedule” section of this syllabus. Students are responsible for meeting all
due dates and are expected to turn in all work on time.

4.1

Attendance: 10%

Attendance will be taken 10 times throughout the semester. Attending class will earn you a 10 out
of 10. There is no makeup for attendance. If you miss class for a documented excused absence, the
total number of possible points from attendance will be reduced by 10.

4.2

Pop Quizzes: 10%

Pop quizzes will be given throughout the semester. Each quiz will be worth 10 possible points.
You must be in class in order to take these quizzes. No makeup quizzes will be offered.
Missing quizzes for unexcused absences will result in a 0 for that quiz. If a student has an excused
absence for a class during which a pop quiz is administered, the total number of possible points
from pop quizzes will be reduced by 10.
There are limitations on how many quizzes can be dropped due to excused absences. You must
have grades for at least 3 pop quizzes. If, due to excused absences, you are present
for fewer than 3 pop quizzes, the pop quiz component of your grade will be replaced
by a 5 page written assignment. Students registered for this course have a responsibility to
prioritize class attendance. If your health, family obligations, or extra-curricular activities will
prevent you from attending class on a regular basis, it is perhaps best to reconsider whether this is
an appropriate time to take this class.
The last page of this syllabus is a quiz intended to ensure students have read and
understood the syllabus. The quiz will replace your lowest pop quiz score. Detach the
last page, read the syllabus thoroughly, answer the quiz questions, follow the instructions for signing in to Turnitin, and return the quiz with your answers to Dr. Steele
at the beginning of class on Thursday, January 23rd. The quiz will not count unless
you have also signed in to Turnitin.

4.3

Book Review: 30%

The primary output for this course will be a book review. The list of eligible books as well as
complete instructions for the book review can be found on Blackboard. You may review whichever
book you choose from that list. The final product will be approximately 10-15 pages double-spaced
in length, not including citations. The book review is broken into two components: (1) the introduction and summary of the book and; (2) the student’s critique of the book. Your first draft of
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each component will be worth 20% of your total book review grade. The remaining 60% of your
book review grade will be determined by your final complete book review. The due dates for drafts
of each of these components can be found in the “Course Schedule” section of this syllabus, in the
assignment instructions found on Blackboard, and in the Calendar on the course Blackboard page.

4.4

2 Exams: 25% each

There will be two in-class exams over the material covered in lectures, discussion, and assigned
readings. You must sit take these exams at the scheduled time. The exams will be held in class on:
• March 6th @ 12:30 pm
• April 29th @ 12:30 pm
If you will have an excused absence on the date of an exam, you must take the exam before your
absence (see excused absence policy below). Make-up exams will only be allowed after the exam
dates in documented cases of medical emergency. All make-up exams for medical emergency
will be held on May 6th at 12:30pm

5

Grading

Course grades will be based on the following weights:
Percentage
10%
10%
30%
25%
25%

Assignment
Attendance:
Pop Quizzes:
Book Review:
Exam 1:
Exam2:
The grading scale used for this course is:
A+
A
AB+
B
BC+

6

100-97
96.9-93
92.9-90
89.9-87
86.9-83
82.9-80
79.9-77

C
CD+
D
DF

76.9-73
72.9-70
69.9-67
66.9-63
62.9-60
Below 60

Course Expectations and Policies

These are the policies that you will be subject to throughout the semester. Please read this
section carefully. A university education and taking this course is voluntary. If these policies seem
unreasonable, please select another class.
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Expectations

My expectations for my students are simple — be engaged, responsible, and diligent. This means:
Read and understand the syllabus.
Attend class.
Do reading assignments carefully and take notes.
Participate in class discussion.
Turn in your work on time.
Do your own work — do not plagiarize or cheat.
Be willing to ask questions and seek help.

6.2

Attendance

Students who attend class perform better in class and on course assignments. Taking attendance
everyday is not a good use of class time. However, I will take attendance, at random, 10 times
during the semester.

6.3

Workload

This is a 3 credit hours class. This means that you are expected to be in class 3 hours a week.
In general, university students should expect to spend about 2-3 hours per credit hour per week
on class work including reading, writing assignments, and reviewing material. This means, for this
class alone, you should expect an additional 6-9 hours of work a week outside of class. You should
be prepared to read approximately 100 pages a week. I will not cover everything in the text and
readings during class time. It’s up to you to use the material covered in class as a starting point for
your study. Writing assignments and exams will ask you to think about and synthesize seemingly
unrelated topics from readings and discussion. Some of this will be covered in class, but you are
expected to do additional work outside of class.
Although this course does not have a pre-requisite, I will assume you have mastered the basic concepts of international relations (IR). If you have not yet taken POLS3361—International Politics,
you may feel as though this course is moving quickly over concepts with which you are unfamiliar.
We will review some material, but students are responsible for asking questions, seeking additional,
and putting in additional study time in order to remain on the same page as the rest if the class.

6.4

Classroom Etiquette

In order to create a classroom environment that is conducive to learning, you are expected to adhere
to basic classroom etiquette. Do not disrupt class. This includes arriving late, leaving early, holding
side conversations with others, reading newspapers, and using electronic devices in a distracting
manner(see the Electronic Devices statement). Do not interrupt or engage in side conversations
while someone else is speaking. Be civil, constructive, and respectful — derogatory and sarcastic
comments have no place in the classroom. Comments that are derogatory toward any group —
particularly on the basis if race, gender, religion, sexual orientation, or disability — are strictly
prohibited. I reserve the right to ask you to leave the classroom if you are disrupting or obstructing
normal class functions.
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Electronic Devices:

Distractions in the classroom affect everyone in the classroom. The use of electronic devises in
this class is limited to the use of laptop computers for academic purposes only. To facilitate this,
everyone in the class will begin the semester with 10 extra credit points (enough to replace a missed
pop quiz with a perfect score). Each time a phone is seen or heard by the instructor or TA (please
note, this means the phone must be turned off AND out of sight before the instructor begins class),
or a computer is observed in use as a distraction (email, Facebook, Twitter, G+, or anything else
non-course related) everyone in the class will lose one extra credit point.

6.6

Communications

Questions about the course: If you have questions about due dates, the use of Turnitin, when
office hours are held, or other specifics about the course, the first place you should look is in the
syllabus. If you have checked the syllabus three times and cannot find the information you are
looking for, you should then contact the instructor with questions. In cases where the information
is readily available in the syllabus, the instructor may simply respond with “Check the syllabus.”
Email: I will send all emails to your TTU email address — thus you are expected to check it
regularly. You may send emails to me from whatever email account your prefer, however, TTU’s
email filter will often send non-TTU emails to the trash folder. Your best bet is to use your TTU
account. In most situations, I will respond to emails sent during the week within 24 hours. For
emails sent after Friday at 3pm or on Saturday or Sunday, my response may be delayed until
Monday morning. When sending an email to the professor, your email should include a relevant
subject, appropriate greeting, a concise but clear message, and a closing that includes your name.
I will not respond to emails that do not identify the sender.
Seeking Help: You are responsible for communicating any course related difficulties to the professor in a timely manner. This means you should monitor your grades throughout the semester.
If you are having difficulty with any part of this course seek help immediately. Ask questions in
class, meet with the TA, come to office hours, and/or send me an email. I can’t help if I don’t
know there is a problem. Do not wait until the end of the semester. I will not provide extra
credit opportunities, nor will I negotiate final grades.
In addition, you should consider taking advantage of the numerous resources Texas Tech has available for you. The TecNiques Center offers tutoring http://www.depts.ttu.edu/techniques/
tutoring.asp and the writing center can provide invaluable help with writing assignments http:
//uwc.ttu.edu/aboutus.asp.

6.7

Absences

Absences are excused under the following circumstances only: death in the family (parent, spouse,
sibling, child or grandparent), participation in an official TTU sponsored academic or sporting
event, observation of a religious holy day, unforeseeable medical emergency affecting yourself, your
spouse, or your child. In cases involving the death of a family member, you must give me notice via
email at least 24 hours prior to the absence. In cases involving university sponsored activities and
observance of religious holy days, you must give me notice via email at least 2 weeks prior to the
event. In all cases I require supporting documentation in advance except for medical emergencies —
5
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I will accept documentation for medical emergencies up to a week after the event. Whether missing
class for an excused or unexcused reason, you are responsible for the material covered during your
absences.
Excused absences do not excuse you from turning in your assignments on time. If you will miss
class for an excused absence, you are responsible for turning in your assignment before your
absence. I will deal with cases of medical emergency on a case-by-case basis. IMPORTANT: You
are encouraged to discuss any circumstances that might affect your performance in class with the
instructor BEFORE it becomes an issue. This includes physical or intellectual challenges, illnesses,
emergencies, or any event of which the instructor should be aware.

6.8

Grading

Late Work: Your are expected to turn in assignments by the deadline and in the manner detailed
in the syllabus. Late work will be accepted with a 10% deduction for every day it is late. Work
turned in within 24 hours of the deadline can earn up to 90% of the total possible points for the
assignment. Work turned in within 48 hours of the deadline can earn up to 80% of the possible
points. And so forth. Excused absences do not excuse you from turning in your assignments on
time (see Excused Absence policy).
Extra Credit: No extra credit will be offered aside from the opportunity outlined in the Electronic
Devices policy.
Contesting Grades: In order to contest your grade on an exam or writing assignment you must
first make an appointment to meet with the grader of the assignment — either the professor or the
TA. During this meeting, you may ask questions about the grading of the assignment and should
receive an explanation of the grade. If you are not satisfied with this explanation, you may then
submit the assignment for re-grading. In order to submit an assignment for regrading you need
to submit the original assignment, the grader’s feedback on the original assignment, and a written
document explaining how your work meets the criteria of the assignment and why you feel the grade
is inaccurate. Upon submission of these materials, I will regrade your assignment. Please note:
This means that I will regrade the entire assignment, and the resulting grade can be
higher, lower, or the same as the original grade. This grade will be final. All assignments for
regrading must be submitted within one week of the graded assignment being handed back in class
or released on Turnitin. Please note: failure to attend class on the day the assignment is
handed back or to check Turnitin within a week of the assignment’s release does not
extend the deadline for regrading.

6.9

Blackboard

This course will make use of Blackboard. On the course site you will be able to access an electronic
copy of this syllabus, the course reader, instructions for assignments, and course announcements.
Students are responsible for checking Blackboard and staying up-to-date with all class announcements and assignments. If there is a problem with accessing Blackboard (can’t sign in, a file it will
not load, etc.), students should first check their web browser and pop-up blocking software and/or
contact IT help as necessary. In contrast, if you can get onto Blackboard but the required file is
not listed, students should contact the TA or the instructor immediately.
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Turnitin

The University has a license agreement with Turnitin, an educational tool that helps prevent or
identify plagiarism. This course will use the service by requiring you to submit assignments electronically to Turnitin. The Turnitin Originality Report will indicate the amount of original text in
your work and whether all material that you quoted, paraphrased, summarized, or used from another source is appropriately referenced. This service checks students’ work for originality against
both internet sources as well as other work submitted to Turnitin.
You will be using Turnitin to submit your assignments. Using this tool requires you to sign into
the class. In order to ensure that everyone has signed in before having to turn in the first written
assignment, we will walk through the sign in on the first day of class. If you miss the first day of
class, you are responsible for following the instructions below to sign into the class.
6.10.1

Using Turnitin:

On the Blackboard page, select the Turnitin web-link. Click the Sign In Using eRaider button.
Enter your eRaider credentials when prompted to do so. To sign-up for a class for the first time
enter the class ID: 7235702 and the password: POLS3300 (be aware that the password is case
sensitive). Once you have signed in, you will see a list of your classes. Click on POLS3300—Global
Health to see the list of assignments associated with it.
To turn in an assignment, look for the title of your assignment in the assignment list. To the
right of the title, click the Submit icon. Where you see choose a paper submission method, leave
the default setting single file upload. Enter submission title. To upload a file, click on the Browse
button, find the paper on your disk or computer, then click Upload. Be sure it is the paper you want
to send, then click submit. If you have additional questions or issues, first consult the Turnitin.com
help page at http://turnitin.com/en_us/training/student-training. If you cannot find the
information you need, then contact the TA or professor.

6.11

University Policy Regarding Students with Disabilities

Any student who, because of a disability, may require special arrangements in order to meet the
course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make any necessary arrangements. Students should present appropriate verification from Student Disability Services
during the instructors office hours. Please note instructors are not allowed to provide classroom
accommodations to a student until appropriate verification from Student Disability Services has
been provided. For additional information you may contact the Student Disability Services office
in 335 West Hall or 806-742-2405..

6.12

Academic Dishonesty Policy:

According to the Texas Tech Student Handbook: “Academic dishonesty” includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, falsifying academic records, misrepresenting facts, and any
act designed to give unfair academic advantage to the student (such as, but not limited to, submission of essentially the same written assignment for two courses without the prior permission of
the instructor) or the attempt to commit such an act.
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Any such act will not be tolerated in this class. Any student caught plagiarizing work will be given
a failing grade for the course and reported to University officials for possible expulsion from the
University. Additional information on TTU’s policy concerning academic dishonesty can be found
at http://www.depts.ttu.edu/studentjudicialprograms/AcademicIntegrity.htm
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Course Outline and Assignments

Date
January 17

Topic & Readings
Course Introduction
Review Syllabus and Course Expectations
Nova — Ebola The Plague Fighters

PART I:

FOUNDATIONS
OF
GLOBAL
HEALTH
What is Global Health
Skolnik “The Principles and Goals of Global
Health”
Huynen “Health Impacts of Globalization”

January 21

Assignment

January 23

Zombies as a Global Health Problem
Drezner — pgs 1-66

January 28

Zombies as a Global Health Problem
Drezner — pgs 66-97

January 30

Global Health and International Relations
Davies — Chapter 1 & 2

February 4

Perspectives on Global Health
Carande-Kulis et al “Public Goods and Externalities”
Davies — Chapter 7

February 6

Perspectives on Global Health
Davies — 3
Fidler “Governing Catastrophes”

February 11

Infectious Disease as a Transnational Problem
Crisis Zero — http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=p7TUqP8J86o
Davies — Chapter 6
Price-Smith “Ghosts of Kigali”

February 13

Responses to Infectious Disease Threats
Zombie
apocalypse
preparedness
http://www.oneillinstituteblog.org/
oneill-institute-halloween-special-pandemic-preparedness-zombie-apocalypse/
Heymann “Past as Prologue”
“International Quarantine”
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Responses to Infectious Disease Threats

Book
Due

Review

Heymann “Global Surveillance of Communicable Disease”
Cash “Impediments to global surveillance”
Fidler “Germ Governance and SARS”
Miller et al “Control and Eradication”
PART II:
February 20

WAR, CONFLICT, AND HEALTH
Health Consequences of Conflict
Davies — Chapter 5
Price-Smith “War as a ’Disease Amplifier’ ”
Cumming-Bruce “UN Confirms Polio in
Syria”

February 25

Health Consequences of Conflict
Davies — Chapter 4
Kalipeni & Oppong “Refugees and Health”

February 27

Health Consequences of Conflict
Frontline — Soilder’s Heart
Freed et al — Disease Burden of PTSD

March 4

Bioterrorism
Leitenberg “Biological Weapons”
Millet “Biological Weapons Convention”
Tucker “Preventing the Misues of Pathogens”

March 6

Exam 1

PART III:
March 11

HEALTH AND ECONOMICS
Health and Development
Ruger et al “Health and the Economy”
WHO “Leading Causes of Death”

March 13

Health and Development
Muller “Malnutrition and Health in Developing Countries”
Pelletier et al “Effects of Malnutrition on
Child Mortality”
“Maternal Mortality” http://www.who.int/
mediacentre/factsheets/fs348/en/

March 18

No Class — Spring Break

March 20

No Class — Spring Break

March 25

Development Responses

Exam 1
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Jamison & Mosley “Disease Control Priorities
in Developing Countries”
Explore http://www.millenniumcampaign.
org/about/
Oom “Financing the Millennium Development Goals”
March 27

Development Responses
Shiffman “Donor Funding Priorities”
Wild “Aid Accountability”

PART IV:
April 1

HEALTH AND TRADE
Trade and Infections Disease Spread
Price-Smith “Mad Cows and Englishmen”

April 3

Trade Liberalization and Food Security
Hailu “Food Security and Agricultural Trade
Liberalization”

April 8

Health and Pharmaceutical Drugs
Hoen “Patents and Antiretrovirals”
Lee “Bridging the Gap”
Watch — http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=FGwPiKxmpDI&list=PLF80C09FFF3DCFFD6

April 10

Health and Pharmaceutical Drugs
Karmandt-Scott and Lee “Pandemic Influenza Preparedness”
Pedrique “Drugs for Neglected Tropical Diseases”

PART V:
April 15

HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT
Climate Change and Health
Epstein “Climate Change and infectious disease”
Oxfam “Growing Disruption”

April 17

Biodiversity and Human Health
Spivak “Plight of the Bees”
Pongsiri “Biodiversity and Human Health”
Pejchar “Invasive Species and Human WellBeing”

April 22

Pollution, Environmental Injustice, and
Health
Martuzzi “Environmental Justice, Waste, and
Health”
11
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Maantay “Environmental Health and Equity”
April 24

Exam Review

April 29

Exam 2

Exam 2

May 1

No Class — Make-up Exam

Final Book Review Due
Make-up Exam

May 6

No Class — Professor Departs of Africa
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Syllabus Quiz
Name:
Instructions: Read the complete course syllabus (found on Blackboard) carefully and answer the
following questions. Turn in this quiz at the beginning of class on January 23rd.

1. What is the professors name, email address, and when are her office hours?
2. What is the TA’s name, email address, and when are his office hours?
3. If you have a question about the course, where is the first place you should turn to find
information?
4. What types of events constitute excused absences?
5. When must you notify the instructor of an excused absence?
6. What happens if, as a result of excused absences, you are only present for only 2 of the pop
quizzes?
7. What is the penalty for late work?
8. On which book will you be writing your book review?
9. What are the due dates for each piece of the book review?
10. How will you turn in the drafts and final version of your book review?
11. What is the Turnitin class ID and Password for this class?
12. How long after a graded assignment is returned to you do you have to contest your grade?
13. How do you submit an assignment for regrading?
14. What are the dates of each exam?
15. What do you hope to get out of this class?
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